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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A pulsed radiation produced by an intense optical 
source is applied to the inner surface of a wooden container 
having a surface layer of organic and/or mineral deposit. 
Each pulse is of sufficiently short duration having 
sufficiently high treating energy density per unit area to 
bring about sublimation of the surface layer. The resulting 
exposed container surface is sanitized by the heat released 
by the radiation. 


